V.— The Pirs ; or, The Muhammadaii 

Saints of Bihar. 



By Sharns-ul-ulama Nawab Saiyid tmdad Imam- 

The MukammadajQ saints in Bihar are numerous, but thti 
most notable among them are Pir Jagjot of Jethauli, Makhdum 
Yahya of Mauerj Shall Sharf-nd-din Ahmad of Bihar, Saiyid 
Ahmad Chirmpoah of Amber, Bibi Kamalo of Kdco^ Saiyid 
Ahmad of Kadra, Saiyid Jannati of Hilsa, Pi^ Damarya of 
Pata, Shah Arzani of I3argah 3 Makhdum Shaikh of Shaikh- 
pur a and Makhdum Marghan of Mir a Bigha.* 

Excepting Shah Sharf-ud-din Ahmad of Bihar, I have not 
been able up to tM« time to collect nrnoh authentic accounts 
about the above-noted Pins- Accordingly I beg to present at 
first to the public a short life of that great saint bearing- the 
lofty title of the Makiidtna-nl-MTiBr which m&m* " The Lord 
of the Country," 

This great saint, whose name was Ahmad, was born in the 

Urjri year 60S at Manor, theheredifca- 
EirttL ry seat of his father Makhdum Shaikh 

Yahya, himself a saint of marked renown. At the time of Mi 
birth Emperor Nasiruddin Muhammad., son of Sultan Shamsuddin 
Altamashj held the imperial sceptre of India while Hakim Ban- 
mullah was the contemporary Arabian Caliph at Baghdad. The 
present Hijvi year being 1 1334^ a period of 7 72 lunar years baa 
passed away since the birth of the above-named saint. He ha# 
been bug deadj yet Makhdum-ul-Mulk's fame is still alive, and 
it will continue to be so long as the votaries of Islam exist 
in Bihar, Hia fame is not confined to the Province of Bihar, it 
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ha*s penetrated the remotest comers or" India where [there are 
Muhammadans among the population*- His plaoe o£ birth is 
Mallear, a vary old village near the month of the river Sone^ the 
well-known tributary of the mighty' Ganges* His sacred re- 
mains lie b uiied outside the town of Bihar. 

Malchdiun-uI-Mnlk was 'a Shaikh from his father's side,, 
Anceetip ^ s father tracing Ms genealogy to 

Abdul M&tsIHbj grandfather of the 
Prophet Muhammad* This goes to show that the great saint 
was a Shaikh of yery high origin. But his mother, Bibi Basia, 
Was a true Saayidani, which mean a a kdy lineally descended from 
the Arabian Propheti 

i*hc first of Makhdiun-ul-Midlt'e ancestors to come to India 
from Jerusalem ■ was Taj iFaqih, a Muhammad&n theologian of 
great repute who settled down at Maner* His religious teaching 
attraclied large numbers of Muslim devotionalists from all 
parts of India. Maner in his time became a great seat of learn- 
ing and sanctity. What led that holy man to migrate from his 
native country has hitherto remained unknown* It is a mistake 
to belieye that Taj Fajqih conquered Maner. He was a . scholar, 
and no soldier* Long before his arrival at Maner the country 
had been overrun by Saiyid Hnsain Khing Sawarj the younger 
brothel of the renowned Saiyid Kusain Khiug Sawar, who is 
buried at Taragarh, a hill fortress in the neighborhood of the 
sacred town of Ajmer. 

Makhdrtm-ul-MuIk's father, Makhdum Shaikh Yahya of 
Manerj was a holy man. of very superior attainments. On the 
strength of his vast theological learning and acknowledged sanc- 
tity, he obtained the hand of one of the daughters of Pit Jag-jot 
(a Hindi title meaning f< the Light of the "World -'0, ^ besides 
bang a saint o$ great renown, wa* also a lineal descendant of the. 
Prophet, !B y that august lady 3 whose name was Eazia as has 
already been mentioned, Makhton Shaikh J ahya had four saintly 
sonsj Mftkhdnm-ul-Kulk being the third among them. 

It .ffcf^ds recorded that the futae great saint of EihSr 

received a rudimentary education, at Maner 
Ettutfiim. ^ e j^gjinte- supervision of his 
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distinguished fatter Makhdum Shaikh Yahya. But subse- 
quently through sheer good luck, he got an admirable ckanoe 
of completing' Lis education hy repairing to Sonargarm m the 
company of" Shaikh Sharf-ud-din Abu Tamamaj a very eminent 
afth oTfl.r and educationist of his age. On political grounds that 
great man. of learning was ordered by the thou emperor to qmt 
Delhi and go to Bengal, While on his way to his destination 
he made a rather long stay at ManeTj where he was most 
hospitably received by Makhdum Shaikh Yahya. It was daring 
his sojourn in the above-named town that the future Makhdura- 
ul-MuIk came under his good influence and decided to follow 
him in hie exile, Shaikh Sharf-ni-dm on leading 1 Manor pro- 
ceeded to Spnargaonj which he made hie home. His pupil, who 
was destined to be the great Makhdum -ul- Mulk, diligently 
applied himself to the study of the' Arabian sciences, and in due 
course of time completed his higher education.. He appears to 
have passed no less thau twelve years o£ his life at Scnargaon, 
It was during his stay there that he married the daughter 

of his master, the above-named Shaikh 
tolSS!*®* a^a Bainut to Sharf-nd-din Abu Tamama- Prom this 

marriage he had three children, of whom 
ouly one son, named Zaki-ud-din, was destined to live- On. 
becoming aware that his father Makhdnm Shaikh Yahya has 
alrealy died, Makhdum-ul-Knlk at onoe started for Maner, 
faking his only eon Shaiklrzsda ZaK-ud-din with him. £By 
this tune he had lost his wife as well. He never married 
again-} Reeling anxious to visit his mother he asked the per-* 
mission of his illustrious father-in-law to go ba&k to the iand 
of his deceased parent, The prayer being granted lie hastened 
to Haner, where he presented himself and his little son to his 
worshipful mother- He . pssed some months in her company^ 
and than asked her. permission to go about in search of a 
deserving Pir, or spiritual guide* 

On obtaining the required permission he left his son 2aH-ud- 

din at Planer as a source of consolation 
w 3&fW to his mother, and proceeded to Delhi 

where he presented himself before ih$ 
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faivfamedf spiritual leader Hia Holiness Nizain-ud-din Auliya. 
But that great I man of mystic piety and learning did not see his 
way to accept the " Bay 'at JJ or spiritual allegiance of Ahmad, 
the future great saint of Bihar. In great disappointment that 
earnest seeker of truth and guidance left Delhi and proceeded to 
Fanip&t to visit the great saint of that city. Shah Sharf«ud-din. 
This pilgriinage gave no more satisfaction to the truth-seeking 
visitor^ and he did not know what to do next- While labouring 
under great depression of mind, he was persuaded by his eldest 
brother Jalal-ud-din. to return to Delhi and place himself tinder 
the spiritual guide of Hajib-ud-dm Firdausi, a Pir of no ordi- 
nary will-power and piety* The last-named saint- accepted the 
ff Say J at JJ of bis ardent visitor by making hiraia fC Murid of 
his Eiardausi order* The words u Bay'atl" and £l Mnrid " mean 
c * spiritual allegiance n and u spiritual follower," respectively* 

After entering the said order, Ma^Jiduni-ul-MuIk left Delhi 

for his own country. He was full of 
DerotiDiml career, TheOSophical enthusiasm and every 

moment his love for God was on the in- 
crease. By the time he reached the wooded country in the 
vicinity of Bihar in the Shahabad District he had lost all control 
of himself. Suddenly he left the company of his brother 
Jalal-ud-dni and disappeared in the neighbouring wilderness. 
Nobody knew where he had gone to. It is recorded that he 
lived for twelve years in the -Biliia jungle enjoying beatific 
visions- After the expiration of that period he moved on to 
the Bajgir hills and wandered about in other wild localities as 
well. Many stories ave told about his wanderings and life. To all 
certainty they do not go to show that he had' the common [lot of 
mankind. When his wandering days came to a close he settled 
down in the town of Bihar 5 still he would often go away to the 
Eajgir hills and other lonely places for the purposes of devotion. 

After settling down at Bihar he is said to have lived there 

no less than sixty-one years, During 

p?2o^ iiie &t MMCT tMs portion of a- very unusually 

long life (of about one hundred and 
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twenty-one} he ms daily locturing on the Arabian sciences of 
his age and imparting a variety of knowledge to all who came 
to him. to receive his instructions • Wo doubt he was a man of 
great learning, and his thirst for knowledge was insatiable- But 
tasawwat, or Theosophy, was the chief object of bis study and 
practice t The fame ol his thsosophical and theological teaching 
had travelled to the most distant parte of the thou Muhammadan 
world and he was rightly looked upon as a chosen servant of 
tlie Lord, 

His great learning, his exemplary piety, his high morals., his 
inimitable self-denial and his marked aversion to wordiy great* 
ness did not fail to attract truth-seekers from the remotest 
Mnhammadan lands- He is known to have Lad a large number 
of disciples and adherents, among whom Chulahi and M&ulana 
MxLzafEar Balkhi are still remembered with profound respect 
and esteem , 

Several years after M akhdinn-ul-MnH:' s making Bihar hit 

* mx. * r , permanent home* Sultan Mtiham- 
TLi Im^rlal Ocmfc (tad tins Saint. 

mad Shah Tughlak ascended the 
throne of Delhi in 725 HijrL That monarchy who was a great 
admirer of learning and piety, issued a ff firman JJ in the name 
of the local Governor, by which he conf erred the Pargana of 
Rajgir on the great saint as Hs permanent jagar. A khankah, 
or monastery was also built for him under the royal order. Tie 
truth i& that Makhducn-ul-MuIk required no material assistance 
of any kind, but he did not like to offend his earthly sovereign by 
not accepting the royal booEs. Accordingly he kept the jagir 
for some time, but ultimately be managed to have the grant 
withdrawn* "With a view to £his object* he journeyed to Delhi. 
The imperial conrtiers conjectured that he had come to the royal 
court f or some increase in his fegir, and great was their surprise 
when in the royal presence he produced the deed and requested 
that the grant might be withdrawn, 

IBe it remembered that the great Makhdum-ul-Mulk did not 
live in the materialistic days of the present age. In his time* 
self-denial wap a cardinal virtue* The moralists of the pajst a* 
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a rule were quite free from every shade of avarice They had no 
love of gain, They knew and believed that 

<e Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wajrts that little long/ J 

But that age of spiritualism seems to have gone, and now it 
is simply hnpo&sible for the present generation to realize that man 
can ever he happy without wealth and without leading a ff produc- 
tive " life of perpetual gain. In my own wanderings I have 
come across human beings who required no bouse to live in, no 
clothes to warm their bodies, no pantry to Isecp delicacies and 
nothing in the shape of the so-called comforts of our life- Such 
men still exist* and will continue to exist as long as man J e lave 
for G-od does not die out. 

It is an undisputed fact that Mal&dnra-td-Mulk was . one of 

the greatest scholars of bis age- His 
His learning- numerous epistles support this statement 

Besides being a renowned theosophist and a spiritualist, he was 
a great metaphysician also* A pamphlet of bis that treats of 
ontology amply proves that as was quite conversant with 
the Peripatetic Philosophy of the great Aristtle. In his 
religious views he was entirely free from the heretical tenden- 
cies of such philosophers as Aver roes or Avicenna. He lived 
and died a .full believer in Islam., holding the. very refined views' 
about divinity inculcated by that great monotheistia religion. 
He breathed Ms last in the Hijri year 73?/ at the age of 131 
lunar years, 

I have referred above to the theosophy of Mahhdum-uhMulk, 

It will not be out of place' to insert here 

been more or lees the groundwork of the 
religions of all the Muhammadan tjaiutSj whoj like the Makh- 
dhTnn-nl-Mulkj have invariably belonged to the 9 uutu sect.- Be 
it noted that the Shias simply follow the Imams of the houso 
of Muhammad, and can sequent ly \ stand'' aloof from Sufiism 
as a matter of course. r JPhey consider the teachings' of 
their Imams to le quite sufficient for their guidance, and look 
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upon Sufiism ae heresy, or an unnecessary iniaoYaUon, The 
history of Suftiam is that' it was founded "by a woman named 
Eabi J 3 "wlio lived, in the nret century of the Hijra, Her doctrine 
■was that God must be loved above all tilings because He alone is 
worthy of love, and that everything- here lb slow must be sacri- 
-ficed in the hope of one day attaining union with God, This 
doctrine is not incompatible with that of the Shia school. But 
subsequently i( Safiism " degenerated (I am using thie term from 
the point of view or 1 Mnhammadan theology ) into Pantheism 
and • became a doctrine antagonistic ■ not omJ j to the teach- 
ings of the Imams of the house of the Prophet but also to 
those of the leaders of the Sunni sect. It obviously assumed 
the character of Spinoza^ Pantheism. 

After Rahi J a there' flourished a certain. Abu Saiyid bin Abul 
Khaixj who went a step farther and taught his disciples to 
forsake the world and embrace a monastic life, The renun- 
ciation was strongly re commended hi order to enable them to 
devote themselves exclusively to meditation and contemplation* 
The followers of Abu Said wore woollen garments, arid as the equi- 
valent of wool in Arabia is Suf , they received the name of Sufis 
or the f ' wearers of the woollen garments, JJ 

Up to - the time of Abu Saiyid the doctrine of the Snns was 
not inconsistent with the teachings of Islam, not 1 did it differ 
much from the Keoplatonic ideas in respect of the union of the 
human mind with the universal mind of God* But subsequently 
as stated abovOj Sufiism. departed from its original purpose, and 
was gradually led towards Pantheism by argumentafcors who 
commenced to discu&s freely the question of the Divine nature » 
Among s?ach men in the reign of the Arabian Caliph Al Muq^ 
tadir was a Persian Sufi named Mawar Hallajj who taught 
publicly that every man is God, an assertion obviously antago- 
nistic to Mamie teaching. For this heresy hs was put to a 
very ignominious death* Sufiism had made great progress at 
one time in Persia; but it declined afterwards. However it hag 
not disappeared fi&m that country altogether 



(The great Makhdnm-ul-Miilk, although a Sufi of great 

distinction, was free from all pantheistic 
Tliwflophy of the He ^ ft believed and tanght 

that &od was God and, man was man, 
To the end of Ms life he never departed from the belief of 
monotheism \ he closely followed Sufnsm so fax as it prescribes 
that God must be loved above all things, an He alone is worthy 
of love. Taking into consideration the purity of hie eonl and 
the elevation of his character^ it will not he impertinent to remark 
that iihe Socrates the great saint of Bihar " lived and died m none 
esn live and die* JJ 



